36                                                 PORTUGUESE  IX  INDIA.

CHAP,   being carried on between Fernao Martins, a prebendary
of that place, and the learned Paolo Toscanelli, of Flo-

A^ rence, respecting the commerce of the Portuguese to
1484. coast of Guinea, and the navigation of the ocean to the
westward. This came to the knowledge of Columbus,
who forthwith dispatched by an Italian, then at his house,.
a letter to Toscanelli informing him of his project. With
his reply Toscanelli, expressing approval of his designy
sent him a copy of a letter which he had written to Mar-
tins a few days before, accompanied by a chart, the most
important features of which were laid down from the de-
scriptions by Marco Polo. The coasts of Asia were drawn at
a moderate distance from the opposite coasts of Europe
and Africa, and the islands of Cipango, Antilla, &c., of
whose riches such astonishing accounts had been given by
this traveller, were placed at convenient spaces between
the two continents.

The political position of Portugal, engrossed as it was-
by its wars with Spain, rendered the thoughts of an
cation for an expensive fleet of discovery worse than
less, and several years elapsed before a convenient oppor-
tunity presented itself for making the proposition,, But
shortly after the perfecting of the astrolabe by the joint
labours of the celebrated Martin Behaim and the Prince's
two physicians, Roderigo and Josef, who were the most
able geographers and astronomers in the kingdom, Colum-
bus submitted to the King of Portugal his proposition of a
voyage of discovery, and succeeded in obtaining an audience
to advocate his cause. He explained his views with respect
to the facility of the undertaking from the form of the
earth, and the comparatively small space that intervened
between Europe and the eastern shores of Asia, and pro-
posed, if the King would supply him with ships and men, to-
take the direct western route to India across the Atlantic,
His application was received at first discouragingly,
but the King was at length induced, by the excellent
arguments of Columbus, to make a conditional con-